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A LIFE OP GEORGE WESTINGHOUSE

line Vedder and they had ten children, the eighth having
been the George of whom we write. Three generations in
the flanks of the Vermont mountains could hardly evolve
as complete a Yankee as six generations, but in this case
the product was reasonably satisfactory. In simplicity
and energy/in standards of conduct and habit of thought
and in idiom of speech the two Georges could not be dis-
tinguished from their neighbors six or seven generations
out of Devonshire.

A laborious investigator of the family history, a certain
Doctor Carl Alexander von Wistinghausen, writes that
"Members, of the family have repeatedly won for them-
selves and their heirs patents of nobility by service ren-
dered, to the state." Very likely so; at any rate, there was
energy in the blood. One George was a captain in the
Russian navy and distinguished himself greatly in battle
in command of a frigate, and several of the family were
ennobled .in the Russian service. Our George Westing-
house had biit mild and casual interest in the annals of the
family and we find only.a few fragments concerning the
Wistinghausens or the Westinghouges.

His mother was of Dutch-English stock and was kin to
Elihu Vedder, an American artist "of considerable repute.
Both parents came of generations of farmers and me-
chanics, neither rich nor poor, self-respecting, self-reliant,
and competent, the sort of people who make the bulk and
strength of the nation. One has but to study the por->
trait of the father to see where George Westinghouse got
his character. It shows power, courage, dignity, and kind-
ness, and the lofty head indicates not only mental capacity,
but imagination. The" mother, too, is said to have had
imagination, taste, and fancy and a real altruism of spirit.
The photographs that we have are not so informing as